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The Right to Know Declaration ��We, as members of South Africa's free Civil Society organisations, are deeply concerned about attempts to curtail freedom of expression and the free flow of information in our country. ��Free speech and access to information are the lifeblood of our democracy and were at the very heart of the struggle for freedom. Human dignity is indivisible from freedom of speech. ��We vigorously oppose the restrictive clauses in the Protection of Information Bill and the proposed media appeals tribunal. ��We appeal to the South African government and the ruling ANC to abide by the founding principles of our democracy, and to abandon these proposed measures. 





We commit ourselves to join hands with all South Africans who value their freedom to defend these basic rights which are enshrined in, and are indeed the cornerstone of, our constitution








Message to Faith Based Organisations, NGOs and Civil Society organisations 


From Mrs. J.M Downs MPL, Deputy President ACDP


�The Media Tribunal and Protection of Information laws being proposed by the government represent an attack on freedom of speech and expression. ��1)It is proposed that a tribunal be formed which will regulate and adjudicate media behaviour. It also proposes that anything being made public which is not deemed "in the national interest" will be a crime . Government and the tribunal decide what is in the national interest.�2) All such organisations set up by government in the past have been composed of ANC members .�3) The possible consequence is that anything printed or broadcast that is unfavourable to government could be a crime. This includes corruption, unfair tendering, personal behaviour and anything that the media usually report upon.�4) It is very important that civil society stand up and let government know that this kind of censorship is unacceptable��A signing ceremony has been convened which is already being attended by 50 church leaders, 10 NGOS and other political parties. Please circulate and inform all of your contacts. The more organisations that attend, the stronger the message.��Please assist in any way you can.��The ceremony will take place at the old council chambers at Durban City Hall at 2pm on Wednesday 25th of August. 





You can RSVP via the Right to Know e-mail address � HYPERLINK "mailto:sarighttoknow@gmail.com" �sarighttoknow@gmail.com� , phone via 072 430 8108 / 082 097 8717. 


You can follow sarighttoknow on twitter and facebook. ��J Downs MPL �Deputy President ACDP








South African is a proud Nation. We are notably proud of the freedoms that have been developed in recent years. We read our newspapers and often do not like what we see, but we are proud because we know that when uncomfortable facts are brought to light; we have the assurance that issues can be addressed under public scrutiny. We know that matters which are in the public interest can be discussed and sorted out in the public realm and not ferreted away behind closed doors. This allows our nation to have a more direct democracy; a day to day review as opposed to a once in every five years opportunity. We really like the fact that there are independent news sources and we are not restricted to the often less than objective input of the PR men who serve governments all over the world and are known as “Spin Doctors”. 


Our hard won democracy does not give government a blank cheque to engage in authoritarian behaviour and appear to be accountable only once every five years: Is it a democracy that declares “The People Have Spoken” and then proceeds to gag them? We truly need a more direct democracy that involves the grouping of communities known as Civil Society: the churches temples and mosques; the sports clubs, knitting circles, the think tanks, the NGOs and Charities, and in some instances, the unions. These are the organisations that people form in order to function in mutualism and develop fellowship within their communities in an arena where a civil administration can only throw money around.  


These communities are the true engine of empowerment in South Africa and if they are to play an effective role they need to be informed. They need to have freedom of expression. They need to be heard, and they need to be in conversation. If we are to have a more direct and interactive democracy, then the action of the government in closing down information about its self, needs to be addressed. 


You have probably read more widely on the matter and there are inputs from both sides in the public realm. We invite you to express your support for the Right to Know and sign a Civil Society based declaration in support of The Editors, the writers and the independent organisations that regulate them; the ombudsmen, the forums, the libel laws, and most importantly, the people who elect to buy newspapers every day. This declaration is modelled on The Auckland Park Declaration which was signed by the Editors of independent media organisations, many of whom were engaged in the struggle against political censorship during the apartheid years. Your declaration will be submitted to government by various parties and openly submitted to Media organisations. 














The Right 


To Know





The Right 


To Speak Out





The Right 


To Be Heard





The Right 


To Discuss

















