USE ARTEJ’s LETTERHEAD

Kigali,……. February 07

Ministry of Youth Culture and Sports

Kigali

Subject :  ARTEJ/ASSITEJ 2006 Activities Report

Sir,

Please find attached ARTEJ/ASSITEJ 2006 Activities Report. The year 2006 has seen a flourish of different initiatives aimed at promoting children and young people theatre in Rwanda. 

As you are aware, Sir, theatre is one of the best medium of education combined with entertainment. Theatre helps young people to grasp what is going on around them, teaches them about values, nourishes their intellect and their inner well-being. Thus helping them to grow up appreciating art, and to become well adjusted adults.

However, ARTEJ faces many challenges, mainly the lack of office space, the lack of sufficient funds and a minimum of office equipment necessary to operate an efficient secretariat. More so now that Rwanda was voted the African Continental Coordinator of ASSITEJ by the participants to the regional workshop that took place in Kigali from 7th to 13th November 2006. Please find details in the attached report.

ARTEJ members are determined to find solutions to these problems and to work hard towards participating in ensuring a better future for our children and make our country worthy of the honour bestowed upon it by its peers. The support and assistance of your Ministry are essential for the success of this endeavour.

We take this opportunity to thank you in particular and your staff in general for the institutional support you have given us from the very beginning and which hopefully will continue to grow.

Sincerely,

Hope AZEDA

President

ARTEJ ACTIVITIES REPORT 2006

A. Introduction

Association Rwandaise du Theâtre pour les Enfants et les Jeunes « ARTEJ » is an umbrella organisation of institutions and individuals determined to develop and sustain theatre for children and young people in Rwanda. ARTEJ was started in Kigali on ……….. Its statutes were signed on ……… Its objectives are :

In order to achieve its objectives, in 2006 ARTEJ had planned a series of activities :

· Official launching of ARTEJ 

· Play writing workshop

· Workshop on acting for children

· Adaptation of a children story to a radio drama

· Youth theatre workshop at Kimisagara Youth Center

B. Activities

1. Official launching of ARTJ

Association Rwandaise du Theâtre pour les Enfants et les Jeunes « ARTEJ »  was officially launched on November 8, at Alpha Palace Hotel. The event was supposed to be graced by the presence of Youth Culture and Sports, unfortunately he was held by other duties in Kamonyi.

The event was largely covered in the local media, state and private.
2. Plawright workshop

A regional playwright workshop for professional and adult theatre workers dealing with children and young people, was held in Kigali, at Alpha Palace Hotel, from 7th to 13th November 2006. 
The workshop offered dramaturgical techniques and methods of writing to writers for children and young people.

The participants were from 13 African countries : Botswana, Cameroon, Kenya, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda and Zimbabwe.
The workshop was facilitated by 2 internationally reknown professionals in young people theatre, Francis Imbuga, author and play writer, professor of literature at Kenyatta University in Kenya and Marie Perrson, dramaturg from Sweden.  

The funding was made by the Swedish International Development Agency SIDA and a modest contribution by ARTEJ. 

At the end of the workshop in their statement of commitments, unanimously the participants recommended that Rwanda was to become the Regional Headquaters for ASSITEJ.

3. Accomplishments by ASSITEJ members

a) Adaptation of a children story to a radio drama
A beautiful story “Kageni”,  from a book of  the famous Rwandan children publishing house Editions Bakame was adapted into a radio show in collaboration with  Urunana and Mashirika. The actors are children and the play is presently being edited. 

     b) A play about AIDS : “Le dangereux séducteur”  by Itorero Izuba 


Itorero Izuba produced and performed “Le dangereux séducteur”, a play aimed at sensitising the youth on AIDS. A most delightful, enlightening, entertaining and hugely successful play was commissioned by the Ministry of Education and UNICEF to be performed in 20 secondary schools and 4 Universities around Rwanda.  

Another play “……………” was produced by Itorero Izuba campaigning against child sexual abuse and has been performed in three places in the East and North Provinces.

b) MashirikaTheatre Group participation in an International  

          Theatre Festival and tour of the United Kingdom

· Mashirika group attended an International Theatre Festival for young people organised by the Association Contact the World in Manchester United Kingdom from …………. To ………… Mashirika performed its play “Hope under Fire” whose theme is about abuse of children’s rights.  The play was performed first for the local audience then for the festival. 

· Mashirika toured the United Kingdom with its play Rwanda my Home whose theme is about the 1994 genocide. Young people tell their stories about genocide, express their feelings and call for a future without genocide.  Mashirika is planning to perform the same play around Rwanda.  

In all those places Mashirika draw a large number of people and everywhere received standing ovations.

C. Problems

Two planned activities: Workshop on acting for children and Youth theatre workshop at Kimisagara Youth Center were not achieved because of lack of human and financial resources. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

The only activity that needed an important funding is the organisation of the regional workshop that took place from 7th to 13th November 2006. The funding was facilitated by ASSITEJ Sweden and obtained from the Swedish International Development Agency SIDA
The funds being reported for in this report are the funds that were given to ARTEJ/ASSITEJ by ASSITEJ Sweden to facilitate the regional writers workshop.  Below are details of the budget.  

	ASSITEJ/ARTEJ WRITER'S WORKSHOP FINANCIAL REPORT 

	
	
	USD
	Ex rate 
	Equivalent Frw
	
	

	Amount received 
	18,543
	545
	10,105,935
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Budget 
	Used 
	Balance 

	Accommodation and Conference package 
	5,420,000
	5,093,525
	326,475

	
	
	
	
	
	
	0

	Workshop material 
	
	
	579,000
	995,300
	- 416,300

	
	
	
	
	
	
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	0

	Transport 
	
	
	
	450,000
	650,375
	200,375

	
	
	
	
	
	
	0

	Per diem 
	
	
	
	1,200,000
	1,200,000
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	0

	Upkeep Money 
	
	
	501,400
	
	501,400

	
	
	
	
	
	
	0

	Food 
	
	
	
	256,000
	326,120
	- 70,120

	Eating out 
	
	
	
	
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	0

	Entertainment (Other)
	
	700,000
	604,350
	95,650

	
	
	
	
	
	
	0

	Organisational costs
	
	
	1,000,000
	1,144,935
	- 144,935

	Total 
	 
	 
	 
	10,106,400
	 
	296,170

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other costs 
	
	
	USD
	Frw
	

	Visa cost for Zimbabwe participant 
	60
	32,700
	

	Bank costs
	
	
	
	58,309
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total expenses
	 
	 
	 
	10,105,614
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance in relation to budget and expenditure.  
	786
	


Hope AZEDA

President ARTEJ 

