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Youth and children’s theatre in South Africa is set to benefit from the launch of ASSITEJ – the International Association of Theatre for Children and Young People. The organization is a well established international network, started way back in 1965, and now operating across 80 countries, with South Africa being the latest ‘joinee’.

Being a member has definite benefits in terms of global and national collaboration and cross pollination of ideas. There is the opportunity to participate in an international ASSITEJ festival every two or three years – the next one is in Australia in 2008.

The launch of ASSITEJ South Africa at this year’s Festival follows a few failed attempts in previous years. The first meeting, held at the Graham Protea Hotel, and hosted by Yvette Hardie and Janet Watts, was attended by practitioners, puppeteers, arts and culture teachers, students, university lecturers and community theatre facilitators from across the country. Most of them are already working with young people or want to get involved with children’s and youth theatre.

Seasoned theatre-maker Margaret Larlham, who works for ASSITEJ in the USA, believes that South African youth will fare well on the international stage, “I’ve been witnessing powerful physical theatre in Grahamstown, people like Ellis Pearson and Tin Drum. It leads me to believe South Africa will contribute well to theatre for youth.”

As its debut event ASSITEJ-SA will focus on the Children’s Festival in Soweto in September.
