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To Whom It May Concern:
Re: INVITATION TO CREATIVE VOICES ARTS EDUCATION TRAINING PROGRAMME

Creative Voices has, since 2001, filled a critical niche in the South African education sector. Through the Creative Voices process, educators are equipped with new ideas, skills and techniques that enable them to undertake creative arts education with their learners. The methodology integrates music, dance, drama and design. Using these tools they become competent and innovative facilitators. It is a comprehensive, user-friendly method of arts education that they can use without cost, to develop theatre-making skills in learners, and nurture a theatre-literate audience for the future. 
Through the process, learners create their own original pieces of music theatre. They write their own scripts and lyrics, compose music for their own songs, choreograph their own dances and design and create their own costumes and sets.  Learners have complete ownership of these original pieces of music theatre, as their own creativity and imagination is released.
Since inception, Creative Voices has taken approximately 1500 educators and 75 000 learners through this empowering and life changing process. This project is nurturing theatre in a sustainable way, through the school system. We therefore contribute to the development of South Africa’s future artists and audiences, while providing educators with valuable teaching skills, which can be applied to all learning areas, not only the arts.  
This project is able to provide a highly effective and economical way to support the social enrichment of any country. It facilitates the empowering of a large number of beneficiaries and makes a profound impact on many lives. 

Delegates who participate in the Creative Voices programme frequently report that they have been given an invaluable tool for use in the classroom. Educators who have previously been “in the dark” as to how to integrate arts education express immeasurable gratitude for the Creative Voices model, which they find practical and easy to implement. Many express personal enrichment. The measurable impact of the project - numbers of educators trained, or numbers of educators that put on a piece of musical theatre made in the classroom, is easily monitored. The impact on young learners is not as easy to gauge, as there are few comparable models. Undoubtedly however, the project is awakening a love for theatre and an ability to create, in educators and learners alike.
Janet Watts is the Project Manager, Caroline Calburn the Project Consultant and Palesa Rampou works in the field as the Schools Support Officer. They head up a team of local artists and professionals who have been selected as the project’s Course Leaders: Gladys Agulhas, Athena Mazarakis, Palesa Rampou and Jill Waterman (Dance); Mmeli Gxowa, Nathan Julius, Oliver Keys, Millicent Khemese, Thami Khemese, Mhlanganisi Masoga, Philip Miller, and Elise van Heerden (Music); Johan Alberts, Alison Green, Tamara Guhrs, Jared Kruger and Sarah Roberts (Design); Anel Conradie, Kemble Elliott, Yvette Hardie, Bertha Kgatitswe, William Prophet and Andile Stali (Drama).
Since inception, Creative Voices has continued to grow, and train new course leaders. Using the professional knowledge and expertise of the original team, many young and aspiring South African actors, design students, dancers and musicians are being equipped with skills and experience that enables them to become far more competitive in their fields, while also supplying them with much needed employment.  The team is now a dynamic force of both new and experienced artists and professionals that truly represents South Africa’s multicultural, multilingual society.

We would like to take this opportunity to invite you to send artists from your country to attend our workshops in order that they may be able to empower the arts educators in their own country. They will witness and experience team-teaching of the highest calibre, and have the benefit of working in groups with course leaders who can guide and empower them while working alongside them. 

You are invited to send specialists in the fields of music, drama, dance and visual art to an Arts & Culture Education Training Programme which will be held at the National School of Arts on dates to be confirmed in June and July 2009. The course will be held over seven days
The main objective of this training programme is to capacitate teachers, subject advisors, and all practitioners that are involved in Arts and Culture education. The training focuses on all four Arts disciplines and the development of activities. It is crowned by a practical; hands-on experience so as to ensure effective adaptation and implementation in the classroom. 
Cost: 

R500 per person per day. This is for the 7 days. This will include all meals, materials and handbooks. This will be a total of R3,500 per person for the 7 days training.
Delegates will be responsible for arranging and funding all their own transport to and from the National School of the Arts, Braamfontein, Johannesburg, South Africa. All materials, accommodation and food will be provided for the duration of the course, but no transport or per diems will be provided. 
Participants will be accommodated in the hostel of the National School of the Arts, which is on the school campus. Please note that in order to receive certification, full attendance of all workshops is compulsory.
Please contact us should you require any further information or would like to register. 
We look forward to hearing from you!

Kind regards 
Janet Watts and 

The Creative Voices Team
Johannesburg

South Africa
