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INTRODUCTION

This report covers the period January to September 2009, and focuses on the events that have taken place in Zambia through the Zambian centre of ASSITEJ. Some of the programmes that should have taken place have not taken place, but that is mostly due to some financial constraints.

The report will also highlight some of the events planned for the future.

PAST ACTIVITIES 

1.
January to February: This period is usually the time we urge members to renew their membership and also the time we recruit new members. We managed to recruit a few new members around the country. 

2.
March:  The main event during this month is the commemoration of the World Day of Theatre for Children and Young People on 20th March. The event was as usual celebrated in several parts of Zambia by members of the centre.

3.
May to August:
During this period the various provincial centres of ASSITEJ Zambia were able to hold provincial theatre festivals with a view to preparing for the national theatre festival to be held at the end of September.
4.
July:
One of our member schools, Rhodes Park School, organized three workshops on drama in education which was conducted with partners from Slovenia. The workshops were held with school children – one at a private school (Rhodes Park) and another at a community-owned school (Ng’ombe PTA), while the third was at a government school for disabled children. The three workshops were highly successful, and our members greatly benefited from the events.

Earlier, four of our members from Rhodes Park School travelled to Slovenia where they made presentations at a similar workshop on drama in education. The exchange is part of an ongoing project.

5.
During this period we have however had to dissolve one provincial committee (in the Central Province) because of lack of activity and seriousness with the work and programmes of the centre. We have since tasked some members of the National Executive Committee based in the province to take over the work, at least until we are able to put in place a new committee.

6.
During the same six month period we have been able, through funding from the Embassy of Finland in Lusaka, to purchase more office equipment for our secretariat, including a laminating machine and a document binding machine. The equipment, along with the photocopier in the office, is used in part to fundraise for the centre and pay our Administrative Officer, who runs the office on a day-to-day basis.
FUTURE ACTIVITIES

1.
The national theatre festival will be held at the end of September, and will be used to select the overall winners of the various awards we have under the Jacaranda Awards, a creation of ASSITEJ Zambia.

2.
Later in the year, or early next year, depending on when the funds will be available, we shall host the annual Jacaranda Awards ceremony, at which our members are awarded for their hard work in the past year.

3.
In December, Rhodes Park School will represent ASSITEJ Zambia at the annual Children’s Performing Arts Festival in New Delhi, India. The event is attended by thousands of children and youths from around the world and involves performances in various fields of the arts, including theatre.

4.
In January 2010, Libala School of Livingstone will represent us at a similar festival in Dubai.

5.
In the first half of 2010, all provincial centres are expected to hold elections to choose provincial committee members. This is in preparation for the National Executive Committee elections to be held later next year. I hope we can then choose a new president of the centre to take over from me so that I concentrate on other things.
6.
ASSITEJ Zambia is working on having a workshop with Robert Sjoblom of Sweden on a project called ‘I AM’, which involves working with children. The project has been done in Sweden and some other parts of the world and is intended to help children build their self-esteem.

CONCLUSION

ASSITEJ Zambia has had its own problems, like any other centre, but these are mostly due to financial constraints which make it difficult to carry out some programmes. However, we hope to acquire some more funds for use in our programmes next year. It has been a particularly difficult year, but we are hopeful that things will eventually work for the betterment of the centre.
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