
From the president’s chair

This year is running away with us. Events are taking place at a pace that is astounding. Not all of it is good, but as in all things, it is how we react and what we do with it, that will determine the outcome.

I am worried about the recent spate of resignations at CAA. I am also worried about a continuous stream of complaints and reports about inadequate service levels at CAA. All of this despite the expressed and perceived sympathies of top management at the organisation. There are good people at CAA, people who really want to serve us, but there are also too much politics and in-fighting for their and our good. One can not help to feel despondent from time to time. There are just too many complaints. One particular area of concern right now, is the area of medical certification. It seems that the system is not working. AOPA is focusing on that issue right now because it has the potential to ground the entire aviation fleet, including the airlines, yes, even SAA.

Good news

We are extremely proud of the way the World Assembly is progressing. This great event, the bi-annual meeting of the 69 member states of the International Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association with its 450 000 members, takes place at Spier Hotel near Stellenbosch, from 10-15 April 2012. We are receiving registrations on a daily basis. China is sending a large delegation, including some government officials. The latest sponsor to join us is Jeppesen. Already on board as sponsors are the Department of Transport, CAA, Toyota and ExecuJet.

Strangely, South Africa is lagging somewhat. Despite good registrations from Botswana and Namibia, South Africans seem to be waiting until the last minute. We urge our members to celebrate this great event and to join us at Stellenbosch. Please visit www.iaopa2012.co.za

CRM for the Single Pilot Crew

For those of our members who are not interested in the politics and regulatory business of IAOPA, and who who can not attend the entire World Assembly, we have organised a one day conference on “CRM for the Single Pilot Crew”. Speakers will be AOPA Safety Foundation president, Bruce Landsberg, John and Martha King, all from the USA as well as our Johan Lottering. Costs are only R400 which will include lunch, teas, coffees as well as one years AOPA SA membership. Participants will have the opportunity to take part in our voluntary check rides with AOPA appointed “grey haired, old and not so bold” officials.

This part will take place under the eyes of esteemed member Connie Conradie who organised last year’s PTAR. Register on-line at www.aopa.co.za
Worcester School for the Blind

We are extremely excited about this great project. We are raising money to donate to the famous Worcester School for the Blind, now known as the Institute for the Blind. So far we have received donations and pledges to the value of R36 000. Johan Lottering has donated no less than 200 of his books, “Avoiding Fatal Flying Traps” to be sold in aid of the project.

The Institute is also overjoyed about the project. We want to buy the corporate gifts for our World Assembly delegates from the Institute and we want to use their famous five piece band at the opening cocktail.

We have also offered to take a number of blind children on short flips, allowing them to experience the feeling of flight. 

We now urge all our members to support this project by donating their time, money or flights in their aircraft. Please contact us if you want to be involved.

NASCOM

We attend all NASCOM meetings where we have to manage the difficult issue of air space use. Lately the Department of Environmental Affairs have been treading on our toes. Our representatives are slowly grinding their way through the stubborn minefields of bureaucracy. You can read the latest report at http://www.kwikwap.co.za/aopa/docs/NASCOM%20Report.pdf

CARCOM

Aircraft maintenance still remain our biggest practical problem. We are working on getting back Part 91 “on-condition” maintenance. It is the only way that private aviation will survive in this country.

We have received a very interesting letter from a concerned aviator. You can read the entire letter on www.aopa.co.za/wnews.php after clicking on “One concerned aviators voice.doc”

Unity in GA

We have been severely and unfairly criticised by a small group of individuals “for sowing discord” in general aviation. That is blatantly untrue. AOPA SA fights for the rights and privileges of all South African pilots. We are very proud of the fact that we are the only truly independent representative aviation association in South Africa. We are also the only organisation which is internationally recognised.

We have scheduled a seminar to about unity in general aviation and invited the leaders of EAA, Aero Club, CAASA and SSSA to attend. 

Website

We have redesigned our website, www.aopa.co.za and also re-activated the forum. Hopefully we can use the forum to communicate with our members on a day to day basis. 

Fly safe!

