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SA drivers catch drift of extreme sport (video)
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	FAST AND FURIOUS ... South Africa’s top drifters battle it out on a section of the Aldo Scribante race track in Port Elizabeth at the weekend. Drifting is an extreme form of racing sweeping the world. Picture: EUGENE COETZEE
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SCREECHING tyres, roaring engines and clouds of smoke thrilled motor fans at the weekend when “drifting” – an extreme form of racing sweeping the world – attracted “petrol-heads” to the Aldo Scribante Raceway.

The miserable weather did not dampen the spirit of the large crowd there to support the top- class racing.

South Africa has seen a rapid growth of interest in the sport as people flock to see cars battling it out on tracks in high intensity slides through each corner.

Drifting is a technique discovered in Japan by motorcycle legend turned driver Keiichi Tsuchiya, also known as the “Drift King”.

Yesterday’s action saw Otto Groven in his Nissan R33 Skyline claim top spot in the pro division, followed by Adam Sheffer and Jacques Lemmer in third. Michael Radloff in his Nissan 200SX won the amateur division with “Rasta” Eddy second and Juan du Toit third.

One of the first events held specifically for drifting was the D1Grand Prix, held more than 30 years ago. Since then it has become a world-wide movement in motorsport.

The co-organiser of the national drift series (NDS), Marten Terblanche, said feedback from local motorsport fans had been very positive.

The manager of Team Orange, the Japanese professional drift team, Hiroki Furuse (known as “Sleepy” in the drifting world), was in the country to judge the NDS, and help South African drifting reach international standards. Team Orange played a big part in the production of the movie The Fast and the Furious: Tokyo Drift as three of their drivers performed the stunts for the film.

Furuse said: “In South Africa there’s been an incredible improvement of the drivers, their skills and their cars.

“They are more equipped to be called drifting cars than they used to be, they’re really careful about their set-up.

“They never used to be as careful as they just cared about sliding cars and doing doughnuts, but now they are thinking in a more professional way.”

It is simple to enter drift events. Indemnity forms and application forms need to be completed before the set deadline.

Practice and qualifying rounds take place a day before the main event.

Aspects of drifting that judges look out for include taking the correct line, the angle of a car in a drift, speed in every phase of turns and the show factor.

The most common drift machines are the Nissan Silvia, Mazda RX-7, Nissan A31 Cefiro, Nissan C33 Laurel, Nissan Skyline, Nissan 350Z, Honda S2000, Toyota Supra, Ford Mustang, Mazda Miata (MX-5) and Toyota MZ20 Soarer.


