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  What’s Happening at Roodekrans 

June 2010 

The good news is that the eagles laid their clutch of eggs on the 9th and 12th April respectively after replenishing their nest for the event. The 1st chick hatched on the 24th May and 2nd has not hatched as yet. What excitement at Roodekrans as this grand old lady of the sky continues to breed year after year. At her age now we are always concerned that the eggs will be infertile but she proves us wrong every year. Isn’t nature just amazing…just the fact Emoyeni knows when the eggs are hatching and sends her mate out hunting so there will be prey on the nest at hatching? I really am in awe of it all.

[image: image2.jpg]



We are not going to supplement again this year, so hope that Thulani is able to find plenty of prey in his territory. It is very important that the eagles go back to being self-sufficient and that we don’t interfere by supplying them prey. This makes them reliant on humans and in the garden situation this could be dangerous. They did very well last year on their own.

The other bit of fantastic news is that Old Mutual came to the party and sponsored the upgrading of the cam to digital. After a real headache we have managed to get the cam up and running just in time for hatching, so you can watch the young eaglet on your computer. Go to our webpage at www.blackeagles.co.za/webcam Click on the white arrow on the screen and you are A for away. Enjoy and a big thank you to Old Mutual, especially Mike.
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Old Mutual also sponsored the research program for the year so if everything goes to plan we will be attaching a patagial tag to the young juvenile this year. This will probably take place at the end of July while the bird is still on the nest. The reason for tagging is that it is much easier to identify the bird out in the field. Once again we will be taking blood for sexing and DNA and placing a metal ring on the tarsus. Thank you Old Mutual!

We are on roll here…the last piece of good news is we won the security of costs case brought against us by Landev, the developer of Sugarbush. We have been fighting this case for the last 5 years nearly and are happy that the review application will be set down shortly. Unbelievable that it has taken this long to get to the final hearing…I am very positive that we are going to win this case and put a feather in the environmental hat. Keep your fingers crossed for us.

We have started a Face book page with updates on current news of the eagles, log in and have a read at www.facebook.com/blackeagleproject It has proved to be very popular with over 2000 people from all over the world logging in, in a week.

I would like to thank the following sponsors for generously supporting my plea in the last update: - Twig – thank you Anja, and Brian Bayne, Andy Dott, Mr Frere and anyone I have forgotten. Come on the rest of you any size donation is greatly appreciated, we still need to collect funds for the on going administration, training, education and printing cost of a flyer we are distributing over 2010 about the cam. This is successful project that could not function without your support. Should you want to sponsor our worthy work the bank details will be below? 

Thank you for your continued support the eagles really appreciate it.

Yours in conservation

Libby Woodcock

Project Co-ordinator

Cell: 082667-7097

Webpage: www.balckeagles.co.za 

Banking Details:

First National Bank

Account Number: 62108581043

Branch Code: Randridge Mall 255-955

Swift Code: FIRNZAJJXXX (International Deposits Only)

Account Name: Black Eagle Project Roodekrans Inc

Kindly use your company name or surname as a reference.

If possible email deposit slip to verreaux@mweb.co.za
