Advance Gyro Training – Christa Vorster
I have something special to share with you. 

As you have read in CONDOR's post, we did Advance Gyro Training with Len Klopper in the fairest Cape. 

Not only did the beauty of the surroundings impress me, but Len and his wife, Christine's hospitality made us feel at home. Thank you, Christine, for the trouble you went through and the miles you travelled to fill our tummies at Morningstar.

And then Jabbanaut! My Gyro is like my husband - it's mine! Much to my amazement, Paul just offered to help us with his Rotors. Thank you, we really appreciate it!

This was an experience that will stay for a lifetime!

While we were doing Formation Flying around the Peninsula, we also had the opportunity to listen and learn while Len was in radio contact with Cape Controlled Airspace.

Flying in KZN we are familiar with Mountain Flying, but I never realized the importance of approaching any mountain in a safe way as much as I do now! 

Somehow any mountain (no matter how high) looks much better from a 45 degree angle of attack than at 90 degrees!

Len emphasized the importance off being alert should an engine-out occur and I was on the look-out for Landing Spots merely 24/7!

You know - for a pilot usually taking up a position between the angels while flying - the Display Flying just opened up a whole new concept.

I thought of being the last one in line when it got to Spiral Dive.....not even attempting the Pirouette Turn or a Hammerhead.

Needless to say - after Len showed me, I thoroughly enjoyed practicing it on my own.

Sideslip Hammerhead? Not my favourite, not because of Len's training - the wind is just in my face too much for my liking! 

Just make sure your headgear is safely strapped on (and don't attempt this manoeuvre while having a cold)  

While we were training, I told Len that I am not flying because I want to impress anyone, but because I really enjoy it! 

Therefore: The safer I can do it, the better! 

Just something to share: When I took my father for his first Gyro-flight, he was standing around until I finished my Pre-flight Checks.

(I think he actually rather wanted to fly with Weidie than considering a flight with me).  

I then asked him: "Kom Pa, gaan jy dan nie meer saam nie?"

So he replied: "Ag nou ja, my kind, een dood is ek skuldig!"  

I definitely recommend this to any pilot - experienced or still new in the Rotor Recreation Sport.

Not only did I thoroughly enjoy it, but it also boost my confidence and triggered a new enthusiasm for flying!

Thank you Len, Gerrit and Weidie - you made this FUN, FUN,FUN!
