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Magni Gyro and Orion formation
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They came from Alldays, Barkley East, Benoni, Brakpan, Cape Town, 
Carletonville, Durbanville, Elgin, Gariep, Goedverwacht, Grand Central, 
Hoedspruit, Jan Kempdorp, Kitty Hawk, Kokstad, Kroonstad, Lady 
Grey, Malmesbury, Matatiele, Melkbosstrand, Mosselbay, New Tempe, 
Panorama, Parys, Petit, Port Shepstone, Rhino Park, Roodeplaat, Springs, 
Stellenbosch, Stoneybrook, Tedderfi eld, Tulbach, Vredendal, Wagtail 
Parys, Wellington and Wingfi eld. 

74 of these little whirligig-machines carried their pilots and passengers safely 
for hundreds of kilometres over mountains and plains towards their ultimate 
goal, Gariep Dam in the Free State.

They arrived in all shapes and sizes, colours and confi gurations. Some with 
Rotax engines. Some with Subaru engines. Some advanced. Some basic. 

Some beautiful. Some ugly. However, they all had one thing in common; 
they were Gyrocopters / Gyroplanes or Autogyros.

When Juan de la Cierva saw his fi rst Gyro fl y in 1923 he could never have 
imagined 74 of his inventions fl ying migration across the African subcontinent 
to gather at an extremely large watering hole, Gariep Dam. This dam 
forms the largest storage reservoir in South Africa with a total storage of 
approximately 5 500 million m3 and a surface area of more than 370 square 
kilometres when full. The dam is the central structure of the original Orange 
River Project which involves the supply of water to parts of the Vaal, Fish and 
Sundays catchments as well as to irrigation along the Orange River itself.  

A year ago a couple of Gyrocopter enthusiasts came together in a ‘North 
meets South’ gathering at Stellenbosch airfi eld and decided that with a bit 

World Gyroplane Assembly
RECORD SHATTERED

Text by Len Klopper

As dawn broke on a cold winter’s day in South Africa, Gyroplane engines around the country fi red up, to gather 
in the centre of the country in an attempt to beat the world record for the most Gyroplanes ever, together in one place.
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