Loskop Kurper Bonanza

Loskop Dam is situated 40 km north of Middelburg. The 2010 Kurper bonanza was held at the Forever Resort on the banks of this magnificent dam. With prizes totalling R380 000. The R200 early entrance was money well spent, even without winning anything. For the 1st time ever kayaks were allowed into the comp, and given a separate set of rules to level the playing field. 

Three brave paddlers were amongst 800 entrants, the majority of who were on ski boats. Range, being the Ski boats obvious advantage, was a major factor. The secret to getting the larger kurper’s was undoubtedly the spot’s you fished. Certain area’s held the bigger fish, and these were not accessible to us paddlers. Jaceson Williams, an experienced Kurper angler, spearheaded the inclusion of kayaks into this competition. With his help, the kayakers will have more launch spots available to us next year that will bring us closer to these elusive “Big Fish” spots. 

The competition started in the dark at 5am, but the kayaks were only allowed to launch at first light. After a bit of dawdling around the rocks near the launch spot we headed for the opposite bank of the dam. A reasonably long paddle, +- 15 minutes paddle. We put our tactics into practice: we laid down 3kg of marok and 3m away a block of molasses. The theory being that the marok would attract big and small and then the molasses would pull the big ones to one side, after some time. The marok did attract kurpers, but only small ones. We got red breast after red breast, which was not what we were looking for; only Blue Kurpers counted in the comp. So after being dedicated to the spot for 5 hours, we decided to look for an improvement. Calvin and Clive headed across the dam to look for greener pastures. I followed shortly after.

When I arrived at the reads where the Fouries were anchored, they were going on cast for cast. Throw your worm in and in split seconds you were getting bites. I was struggling to get hook ups, but when I changed to a long shank hook, I was also on cast for cast. We started getting more Blues, but it was still the Nursery School we were fishing in. 

We started running out of worms, and Clive, our committed Ballie for team Hunter Ski, went shopping for more. He saved us and got six boxes of mumbas. We continued to smash the kurpers until 2pm, when we thought it was time for “lines up”. 

Weigh-in was embarrassing for us, with our biggest Kurper weighing in at 133 grams. Nevertheless it was our first Kurper Bonanza and we held our heads high. After all we had a great day and caught hundreds of fish. 

The smallest fish did not even move the scale! The winning fish weighed in at 2.6kg and the fisherman won a Ski-boat valued at R200 000. The entire top 10 anglers all got fish over 2 kg. 

Prize giving was an event second to none, scattered with 2 tone shirts and Klippies and Cola. The atmosphere was festive and the camaraderie 

