Ponta to Inhambane

Since the early 80’s when Frelimo and Renamodropped their AK’s in search of a peaceful future, the Mozambique coastline has offered South Africans some of the best tropical destinations and exceptional fishing!  Early explorers into this beautiful land had to deal with endless potholes and stubborn police. These days, the country has become increasingly accessible, with the realization that with tourists, comes money, and this can, in the long term, beneft the local communities. No visa’s, better tar roads, more border posts and fewer corrupt cops are some of the efforts that have been made by the Mozambican government. I do not see “Over commercialization” ever being a problem, as those seeking a more secluded spot must just drive further north, there is an endless coastline to explore!

So here goes my brief summary of some of the spots I have visited:
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Ponta

Starting as far South as possible is Ponta d’Oura, and 4km north along the beach is Ponta Malongane. These are accessed through the Kosi Bay border post. Ponta d’ Oura is a small town with numerous dive operations, restaurants and bars. The night life tends to pump, so be ready! I prefer to stay in the beautiful shaded Malongane campsite which is only a 20 minute drive from D’ Oura, making the night life close enough. Malongane is also closer to better fishing reefs, so for us kayakers, less paddling and more reel screaming! It is to be noted however, that D’Oura is an easier launch.

Ponta Mamoli is about a one hour drive north from Malongane, it’s a very impressive 5 star lodge, which I have not had the pleasure of staying in, but I have heard of excellent fishing in this area.

A short drive north from Mamoli and you enter the Maputo Elephant reserve. The elephants are scarce but extremely aggressive. It’s a magnificent landscape, with the sand road meandering on the edge of a lake, unfortunately there is not much wildlife to be seen.
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Milibangalala

Although Milibangalala can be reached as described above, it is easier and quicker to go through Komatipoort border post towards Maputo, and then take the Boane road south into the Elephant reserve. Mili is as rustic as it gets, two longdrops(without doors), running but not drinking water, and one ranger with an AK. Camping fees are paid at the entrance to the reserve. It is a stunning spot and apparently the fishing can be too. Most of our success was from the beach, drop shotting the close reefs, we picked up small kingies and garricks. The launch is reasonable and there are many reefs accessible to the kayak angler.

Santa Maria is north of Mili, Inhaca and the Maputo skyline can be seen from here.

From Maputo to Inhambane is around 500 km. Casa Lisa is 50 km past Maputo and is a great trip breaker for those taking it easy.

I have heard many great things about Chidenguele, including that it is a Cuda breading ground for the entire coastline. Also the lodge manager has erected a piece of shade cloth in the sea which constantly houses dorado.

Xai-xai is the largest town on route to Inhambane, and is easily recognized by the massive flood plains surrounding it. There are lodges in the area none of which I can comment on. There is as new uncrowded boarder post in the Kruger National Park, the road on the Mozambique side is not great but comes out at Xai-xai, cutting out a large part of the trip.

Inhambane

Inhambane is a picturesque little town nestled between a massive lagoon and the coastline sprawled with lodges. The best of which for kayak fishing is the now well known Paindane. One bay north of Paindane is Guinjata bay, which plays host to the annual Kayak vs. Jet Ski competion(which the kayakers have not lost in 7 years). I actually prefer fishing from Guinjata, as more often than not, the Paindane Express(current) makes the Paindane reef difficult to fish. The reefs off Guinjata do not provide as much structure, but when there is current they do provide a lot of fish. Guinjata bay also holds plenty sailfish just behind backline, this is due to anglers respecting a “catch and release” policy, which has now created an excellent fishery very accessible to all. My belief is that any billfish, be it your first or a world record, must be released! I once boated a billfish, and to see such a beautiful fish dead overshadowed all the excitement of catching it in the first place. Leave them there so that we can catch them again!

The last spot that I want to mention is better known for surfing than fishing: Tofo. This quaint town holds “eirie” pubs and many foreigners, and is always worth a day trip if the weather acts up.

So if you have not been there, start planning, because we have a tropical paradise on our doorstep! I’ll take you even further north next time.

Tight lines and eirie vibes for you all!

