24 March 2009
Hello fellow bibliophiles

This is the first newsletter of my fabulous website – The little site of fiction. I’m looking forward to your feedback and hope you will use the forum to interact with myself and other like-minded people.

My aim with the newsletters is to expand our tiny little book, wine and chocolate appreciation club beyond the limitation of physical space, thanks to the wonder of technology. The idea is to send it out once a month (unless something absolutely amazing happens in the interim), with a couple of brief thoughts on the last book we’ve read, an introduction of the book we’re planning to read for the next month, and any other news and features on my website.

If you are wondering who “we” are, I’m referring to myself and the two wonderful ladies who currently make up our book club: Helena Kriel and Magda Nel. We’ve been reading, laughing, gossiping and sharing books and life stories for over two years, and have remained despite several other members joining and leaving the group. The initial book club was Helena’s idea, and recently Magda suggested we expand our discussions to some other things we enjoy, namely chocolate and wine!
Of course, everyone is welcome to join in our deliberations and even suggest books to read through the forum page on The little site of fiction.

Now that the introductions have been taken care of, on to the book of the month:

Friends, lovers, chocolate by Alexander McCall Smith
We all enjoyed the book for various reasons, but the one we all agreed on, was the fact that it read really nice and easily. To be honest, that’s where my liking ended. Magda was quite happy that it was not a chick-lit, like the title might suggest.

We all felt that the situation with the first McLeod family could be explored better. There was something there that could have been made more of.

The rest of this review is my personal point of view. I’m tempted to write to the author and demand my money back. The title is misleading, there being a lot more talk about cheese than chocolate, and you can’t have chocolate in the title, and not focus on it in the book itself – that’s cheating. 

There was also not much in the way of lovers. A middle-aged lady with a crush on a much younger man, yes, but lovers, no.

I felt that Isabel is a meddling woman who over thinks everything, and getting lost in her thoughts – something I found incredibly annoying.
It is unlikely that I’ll buy another Alexander McCall Smith book. Lying, cheating cheese-writer passing it off as chocolate. Skaam jou! (Yes, I am very passionate about chocolate. Incidentally also about friends and lovers, so I feel thoroughly done-in).

Speaking of chocolate, you can find my monthly review of The Chocolate Club selection in the gallery. 

The book chosen for our next meeting, is Brida, by Paulo Coelho.
On a slightly different note, I’d like to direct your attention to the Body Thrills Price List under Documents & Brochures. Body Thrills is a business run by an extraordinary young woman who is currently working towards her Masters Degree in Constitutional and Administrative Law, raising her young son with her boyfriend, and keeping the household running. She is a true inspiration, and I implore you to have a look at the price list. 
Please feel free to spread the word and forward the newsletter to any of your friends you think might be interested.

And remember, you can also access www.thesinglesyllable.co.za from your WAP-enabled cellphone.

Chat soon!
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