How to set up a Tropical fishtank:

1.
Rinse the fish tank with clean water and salt. DO NOT USE SOAP.

2.
Rinse the gravel with clean water and salt and insert the gravel inside the fish tank. Slope the gravel to be higher at the back.

3
A) Corner Filters: 

a)Open the filter and insert a bit of coarse gravel inside the filter then insert the plastic divider in the filter together with the two pipes installed.

       


b) Insert a bit of filterwool inside the filter.

       


c) Insert a bit of charcoal ontop of the filterwool.

       


d) Insert another piece of filterwool into the filter.

       


e) Insert the filter into the fishtank in one corner.

       B) Internal Filters: a) Connect the connection that you want to use 

          (Two Options)

                                        a.1) The one with the venture; hang the airline tubing 

                                               pipe outside the water that connects to the fully

                                               submersible pump. (Must be submersed completely)

                                        a.2) The fountain option; Connect the pipes according

     to your fishtank. Submerse the pump fully so that only the             spray bar is above the water.

       C) Hang  - On – Filters: Hang the filter over one of the sides of the fishtank,

                                                fill the filter first before switching the power on.

       D) Cannister Filters: a) Open the canister filter, open all the plastic

                                           packaging around the filter material.

                                           b) Replace all the filter material and insert into 

                                           canister filter, close the canister filter.

                                           c) Connect all the pipes according to the directions

                                           indicated on the box of the canister filter

                                           d) Fill the canister filter with water and prime the 

                                           filter before switching on the power.

                                           e) Fill all the pipes with water and switch on the power. 
4. 
Connect the air-pump to the filter (3.A) using the airline tubing. (The air-pump 

     
must stand outside the fishtank) preferably higher than the water level.

If the pump must stand lower than the water level, insert a one-way valve (check valve) to avoid water running into the pump during power failures

5. Insert all the ornaments that you wish to decorate your fishtank with.

6. Insert the aquarium heater in the tank. DO NOT TURN IT ON NOW. Set the temperature on the heater on 26-28ºC. Put a thermometer in the tank to check the temperature.

7. Fill the fishtank with normal tap water.

8. Measure the fishtank’s volume by using (cm) L x B x H = X. Then take X and divide it by 1 000 .

9. Work out the correct amount of Tetra Aqua Safe (neutralizes harmful chlorine, and makes tap water safe for fish) to pour into the fishtank and then ad the correct amount of Sera Nitrivec. Sera Nitrivec will put the good bacteria which starts the bio-filter onto the filter material in the filter.

10. Switch the heater on, check the temperature and reset heater if necessary.

11. When you want to empty the tank, switch the heater off at least 30 minutes before taking water out. When you put the heater in the tank, wait at least 30 min before you switch the heater on. 

12. Wait for +/- 1 to 2 days before inserting fish into the fishtank. Check that the temperature remains as close to 26.5ºC as possible.

13. Do not stock your tank initially with too many fish. Rather increase gradually.

14. Feed your fish once a day. The fish-food must be finished within 10 seconds. DO NOT LET FOOD BE LEFT OVER IN THE TANK. Remove any uneaten food with a fish-net after 10 min.

15. Please ensure that you have food for all your fish, as some fish need special food ie. Algae eaters, meat eaters, bottom feeders, mid-water feeders & top feeders.

16. Do a 30% water-change every second week. Used aged water preferably and remember to add the correct amount of Tetra Aqua Safe to the water in advance.

17. a) Replace the filter media (3.a) by inserting new charcoal one week and new filter wool the next week. When you replace the charcoal, rinse the filter wool in a bowl with some of your tank’s water and discard the water.

b) Rinse the sponge inside the internal filter (3.b) once a week with water from your fish tank in a bowl, and discard water when finished. 

When the sponge gets soft, it needs to be replaced.

c) Replace the hang on filter’s cartridge (3.c) once a month. Rinse it once a week with water from your tank.

d) Rinse the canister filter’s filter media once a week with some of your tank’s water, and replace the media that are old or not re-useable.

18. When you purchase fish,  float the bag on top of the water for +- 20 minutes, open the bag and add water (1/3 of bag) wait 10 min, add water, wait 10 min add water again, and wait another 10 minutes. Then catch the fish out with a fish-net and release them into your fishtank. It is not a good idea to add the water in the bag to your tank.

